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Nestled in the beautiful Sierra Foothills in El Dorado 

County and Pleasant Valley, Holly's Hill Winery 

specializes in producing Rhone varietal wines. In 

fact, the estate vineyards are composed entirely 

of Rhone varieties including Viognier, Roussanne, 

Grenache, Mourvedre, Syrah, and Counoise. The 

winery produces varietal wines, a dry Rosé and 

red and white blends.  

The enthusiasm for Rhone varieties at Holly's 

Hill started when owners Tom and Holly Cooper 

shared their first bottle of Chateauneuf du Pape 

on their honeymoon. It's been a love affair ever since. 

A true family winery, the Coopers’ daughter and son-in-

law artfully craft small batches of distinctive wines from these 

carefully managed vines. 

Making wine at Holly's Hill since 1999, Winemakers Car-

rie and Josh Bendick have been able to keep the old world 

influence while being surrounded by new world winemakers. 

They say they have done this purposefully. 

"We travelled to the Rhone and we travelled to Italy and 

we really liked their wines -especially in Italy. Their wines are 

so acidic. When you have them with food it's just magical," 

says Carrie. 

Their winemaking process is also a little different. 

"We really noticed that with the Rhone varietals 

that we couldn't oak them. When you add new 

oak to them the whole character of the varietal 

disappears and you just taste oak. It becomes a 

generic wine that could be made anywhere. 

That's why we decided here to only do neutral 

oak," Carrie said. 

In addition to not finding any new oak wines, you 

won't find Zinfandels, which is unusual for the 

Sierra Foothills area. However, if you remember 

drinking a Holly's Hill Zinfandel years ago, you're not going 

crazy. They did make them when they first started. 

"We had all Rhones planted from the beginning and we 

thought, 'Why? Why are we buying all this fruit to make zinfan-

del?'" Carrie said. "We decided to focus on what we could do 

really well and have more control over the growing cycle." 

Join us to hear about the Holly’s Hill approach to making 

wine.  In addition to this month’s meeting, you can enjoy their 

wines in their beautiful Placerville tasting room overlooking the 

Cosumnes River canyons. (Open daily from 10am to 5pm) 

 

Visit them at http://www.hollyshill.com/  

April 2011 Special Guest Winery:  HOLLY’S HILL 

Come quickly, I am tasting the stars!  

~ Dom Perignon, at the moment he  
discovered champagne 

    H a p p y  A n n i v e r s a r y  W i n e  C l u b !  
                      Join us as we celebrate our sixth year! 

                                  OUR NEXT MEETING:  OUR NEXT MEETING:    

          MONDAY, APRIL 25, 6:30 MONDAY, APRIL 25, 6:30 ––  9:00 PM9:00 PM  
 

    Bring a bottle of   

      and a glass! 

http://www.hollyshill.com/


It began when Steve Doran thought a few wine lovers might want to get together to taste and talk about their mutual interest in the vine.  

Expecting about ten people when they gathered in the Pub for the first Heritage Park Wine Club meeting in April of 2005, a surprising number 

(about 60 people) showed up.  Thus, the Club began meeting in the Ballroom.   

Under the leadership of Steve Doran and Don Arrington, the membership grew to over 450 people.  After four years as President, Steve 

“retired” and Tim Brown stepped into the role.  In 2010, Don also hung up his hat.  John Posedel became Vice President at the beginning of 

this year.  On this, the Wine Club’s sixth anniversary, we not only celebrate the organization but its founders and all those who have helped 

contribute to its continuing success by serving on the Wine Club Committee. 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY WINE CLUB! 





MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE UPCOMING EVENTS 

May 23 

Summertime and the Livin’ is Easy 
(California Wines) 

 ANNUAL SUMMER SOCIAL 

Join your fellow Wine Club members for our annual social meet-

ing.  We’ll also hear from Jeremiah Morehouse, the Wine Director 

for Enotria restaurant. 

http://www.enotria.com/  

June 27 

Barbeque 
(Summertime Wines) 

 SHADOW RANCH  
VINEYARD & WINERY 

Located on a picturesque hilltop in the heart of Fairplay, Shadow 

Ranch embraces the concepts of sustainable organic farming.  

 http://www.shadowranchwinery.com  

As always, the Wine Club provides an 

array of appetizers at our meetings, along 

with those contributed by  our members.   

For 2011, we’ve upgraded our monthly 

themes to provide balance and harmony to 

your tasting palate.  This year, the wine 

theme will be complemented by food along 

the same lines. 

In April, we’re celebrating our anniver-

sary so look for festive hors d’oerves  that 

pair well with Champagne on the food tables. 

We anticipate another large turn-out at this 

month’s event, so member-provided appe-

tizers would be appreciated! 

     Contact us for suggestions on which 

tasty food you can bring - or just bring it!  

Please make sure you let us know what you 

brought (we’ll have a sign-in sheet) so we 

may properly thank you.   

     Much thanks to Dana Anderson, Ralph 

Villanueva and Ernie Thompson for sharing 

their yummy dishes at our March meeting!    

What’s the Motif? 

 Friday, June 10 
 9:00 AM—5:00 PM 

The Wine Club will be traveling to Grass Valley to visit three wineries.  Join us 
for a wine & cheese pairing  at Sierra Starr Vineyard & Winery and a tasting at 
Naggier Vineyard & Winery, followed by lunch (with wine of course) at Pilot 
Peak Winery.  Renae Thue will have a sign-up sheet at the April meeting for 
those interested in participating. 

 

 

 

Since admission to our meetings is FREE, the club relies on the generosity of its member-
ship in purchasing Door Prize Donation tickets to gain adequate, well-managed proceeds to 
cover expenses for the appetizers, food service supplies and the usual cool assortment of door 
prizes from the Wine Club, personally selected by committee member and buyer extraordinaire 
Mary DeChance and complemented by fabulous prize donations from your fellow members.   

THIS MONTH, ONE LUCKY TICKET HOLDER WILL TAKE HOME A THIS MONTH, ONE LUCKY TICKET HOLDER WILL TAKE HOME A   

VERY SPECIAL  ANNIVERSARY  GRAND  PRIZE!VERY SPECIAL  ANNIVERSARY  GRAND  PRIZE!  

http://www.enotria.com/
http://www.shadowranchwinery.com/


VINTNER'S GRILLE AT LODI LAKE  
&ÒÉÄÁÙȟ -ÁÙ ρσȟ ςπρρ 
,ÏÄÉ ,ÁËÅ 0ÁÒË 

ZINFEST WINE FESTIVAL  
3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ -ÁÙ ρτȟ ςπρρ 
,ÏÄÉ ,ÁËÅ 0ÁÒË 

WINERY OPEN HOUSES  
3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ -ÁÙ ρυȟ ςπρρ 

0ÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÎÇ ,ÏÄÉ 7ÉÎÅÒÉÅÓ 

http://www.zinfest.com/  

 TASTE OF ALEXANDER VALLEY 
         Geyserville, CA 

May 21-22, 2011 (Sat & Sun) 11:00am - 4:00pm  

This weekend-long wine and food extravaganza begins on Friday, May 20 with the 

Opening Gala, where guests can experience renowned wines and delectable gourmet 

faire in an intimate setting while mingling with Alexander Valley winery principals, wine-

makers and vineyard owners. On Saturday and Sunday over 30 wineries host their 

own special parties offering wine and food pairings, live entertainment and weekend 

special wine discounts. Come and experience the best of the casually elegant wine 

country lifestyle that makes the Alexander Valley one of the world’s premier destina-

tions for wine and food good times!       http://tastealexandervalley.org/  

 

For more information and to  
view over 2,000 pictures from  

past Wine Club events, visit us online at:        

http://www.heritageparkwineclub.org/  

 

CHEERS! 

The HP Wine Club Committee 

Bill & Diane Anderson,  Mike & Holly Brickner, Stan & Francine Brodecki, Tim & Tiffany Brown,    

Daryl & Dodie Burnett, Mary DeChance, Mike & Diana Fahey, Mark Freed, Linda Hood, Roy Johnson,  

Don Moak, Christel Neustrom, John Posedel, Brent Seizer and Renae Thue 

http://www.zinfest.com/
http://tastealexandervalley.org/
http://www.heritageparkwineclub.org/

